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pleasant reading. Dr. Lahille gives the floor to his friend Gen. 
Frey, who traces the origin of the Guayaquis to the Annamites by 
the following easy steps in etymology: 

The root ga, gua, go, etc., which seems to exist in the French word gens, is also 
found in Annamite in the word guoye or nguoye, which means man, he, she. Ya, in 
Annamite as in Breton and in German, and yes in English, means: / understand, I 
have comprehended, yes. Gua-ya then, is the people who are in the habit of pronounc- 
ing the word ya, of saying, yes, I have comprehended. 

This kind of learning is displayed through two pages, and Dr. 
Lahille cannot refrain from expressing his surprise that Gen. Frey 
has overlooked the obvious relation between the Guayaqui word 
rupia (wife, daughter) and the Sanskrit word rupa (cattle) ; after 
which he makes the unkind remark that 

Everybody kriows in what exaggerations and crazy fancies certain etymologists 
too often allow themselves to indulge. 

Discussione delle Osservazioni Astronomiche Fatte dal Tenente di Vascello 
Lamberto Vannutelli, ad detto alia Seconda Spedizione Bbttego in 
Africa. Nota del Prof. Elia Millosevich, Astronomo del R. Osser- 
vatorio del Collegio Romano {from the Memorie delta Societa Geo- 
grafica Italiana, Vol. VIII, iSp8). 

This pamphlet contains Prof. Millosevich's calculation and reduc- 
tion of all the astronomical observations made by Lieut. Vannutelli, 
one of the few survivors of the unfortunate Bottego expedition, 
massacred near Gob6 on the 17th March, 1897. 

The observations were taken with a sextant (Troughton and 
Simms) and were generally double altitudes of stars and distances 
of the moon from the sun and from the usual stars and planets. 

The latitudes of many places were determined by meridian obser- 
vations and in some cases also by circummeridian observations of 
stars. The longitudes taken were fewer and less satisfactory, all 
deduced from lunar distances, the only available method under the 
conditions of travel, which made the transport of a chronometer a 
hopeless task. A telescope, for instance, to observe the eclipses of 
the satellites of Jupiter, would infallibly have been broken, sooner 
or later, a fate which overtook all the delicate instruments of the 
party, including even the pocket watches. Only the sextant escaped. 

Prof. Millosevich gives the following list of latitudes and longi- 
tudes: 

132 latitudes calculated, 79 latitudes of places determined. 

63 longitudes calculated, 14 longitudes determined. 

6 approximate determinations of magnetic declination. 



